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Visualization of Elements that Form the Consciousness

of Professionalism of Kindergarten Teachers
— Efforts to Improve Training-related Subjects —

lkumi FIELDEN-NORO, MA*T  Masaki OKADA, MA*

Objectives : Although educators have been recognized as professionals, the expertise of kindergarten
teachers as educational professionals has not been properly evaluated by society. In the field of nursing,
the importance of individual awareness as a professional has been pointed out in order to improve the
quality of nursing.

Methods : In this research, our purpose was to visualize through an interview survey the elements that
form "awareness as a professional” and their relationships, the educational content, and methods for
students in order to acquire the necessary abilities and qualities to raise their professional awareness.

Results : We visualized the elements that make up the consciousness of a professional occupation and
the relationship between "commitment” and "self-growth/self-actualization” as elements, and their
heightened "co- workers/collectiveness".

Conclusions : Once again, it can be said that the importance of an environment for learning and
growing as a professional, including training schools, is clear, not only in the field of childcare. | would
like to continue the survey in the future, and through careful analysis of the data, to pursue the
improvement and reconstruction of class content to raise the consciousness of professionalism in this
field.

Key Words : Kindergarten teachers, Consciousness of professionalism, Interview survey,
Qualitative analysis, Class content improvement
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