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Role and Support of School Social Workers for Establishing an Early Support

System for Children with Disabilities Who Advance to Regular Classes
— From the Support Process Survey by Teachers —

Tetsuji YAMANAKA, CSW, MA*

Objectives : In Japan, children with disabilities such as developmental disorders, or mild or borderline
mental intelligence are currently enrolled in regular classes. The presence of children with welfare issues
in their lives among them requires the support of school social workers (SSWrs). In this paper, we have
identified the process from the stage at which teachers felt the need for support, to the process of
support with SSWr, and the impediments to support as perceived by the teachers.

Methods : In this study, teachers who had experienced continuous cooperation and collaboration with
SSWrs were recommended by the Board of Education and each elementary school principal and
interviewed. In addition, the division of school duties at each school was checked in advance to confirm
the commonality of school duties related to children with disabilities.

Results : We found that it takes a certain amount of time before SSWrs is directly involved in a
targeted case. It was also found that in the early stages, teachers may have negative feelings about
working together in a support system. In light of this, SSWrs should attempt to form trusting relationships
in order to maximize communication, interaction, and cooperation between teachers and staff in the early
stages, and to create a support system to help them feel that they are part of that cooperative structure.

Conclusions : The support that can be achieved is through ongoing efforts such as training for the
support of children with disabilities through collaboration with other professions and participation in
grade level meetings.
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