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Social Significance of Certified Public Psychologist System in
Context of National Qualification of Psychologists: Necessity of a
“Clinical Psychological Theory of Social Institutions”

Mitsuhiro INATA, CPP, PhD*

Objectives : In order to clarify the social significance of the certified public psychologist system, it is
important to review the background of the system's creation. This study examines the history of the
national qualification of psychologists in Japan over the past half-century and summarizes the concept of
qualification and critical views of those involved in clinical psychology.

Methods : We reviewed references which describe the previous history of the certified public
psychologist system in the context of the national quantification of psychologists. Then, we summarized
the outline of concept and law which were argued or discussed by the relatives of clinical psychology.

Results : The characteristics of each of the nine types of qualification and critical views on them are
categorized, and the history of the national certification process is described in four phases. The roots of
the certified public psychologist system lie in the reform of psychiatric carefor the protection of human
rights. The social significance of the certified public psychologist system is that the work of
psychologists is positioned within the medical care system, and the public in need of psychological
support can access services within the medical caresystem. Clinical psychology in the era of the
certified public psychologist requires practice and research on the “weak expertise” that is demonstrated
in team support and multidisciplinary collaboration.

Conclusions : These practices are needed to incorporate the certified public psychologist credential
into the systems of various fields, and certified public psychologists are required to advocate for socially
disadvantaged users.

Key Words : Certified public psychologist, Certified clinical psychologist, National certification,
History of psychology, Advocate
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