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The Structure of "Questions" in Junior High School Social
Studies Geography Textbooks

— From the Content Analysis of the Current Textbooks for the Geographical Field —
Hideyuki SANO, MA*

Objectives : The purpose of this study is to analyze the structure of questions in social studies
textbooks. There is a growing need to improve not only the content of learning but also the methods of
learning in schools. Textbook companies have been promoting the creation of textbooks that allow
students to learn how to ask questions, learn how to learn, and explore on their own, but it is necessary
to confirm what the contents of these textbooks are.

Methods : In this study, content from four companies that publish authorized textbooks for junior high
school social studies was converted into text data, and data was created from 2,032 cases of items that
include questions to learners. By organizing and categorizing this data, we examined the content of how
questions and instructions are handled in textbooks.

Results : Key findings include: (1) prevalent use of questions in textbooks; (2)notable lack of “where”
(place), “who” (subject), and “when” (time) inquiries in 5SW1H analysis, especially in geography
textbooks; and (3) diversity in question styles and instructional biases across publishers.

Conclusions : These findings suggest the need for more balanced and diverse questioning in textbook
content.
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