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Utilization of peer-students as part-time workers in our programs for students with disabilities

Utilization of Peer-Students as Part-time Workers in Our Programs
for Students with Disabilities: Preparing for Day when Reasonable
Accommodation Will be a Legal Obligation in Private Universities in Japan

Koji HIKAMI, CPP, PhD,**  Shinichi SUGIYO, DDS, PhD,**
Kaoru TSUJI, OTR, BS,”** Misuzu YASUI, RST, MS,*
Koichi SHIROKOSHI, BS,*¥ Nanami NAKAYAMA, CO, PhD, **¥
Rie KAKU,CSW, MAS Hidetoshi SAKASHITA, CCP, MA*
Takashi MORITA, CSW, MHSW, BSS$

Objectives : The Act for Eliminating Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities was partially
revised and promulgated. With this change, reasonable accommodation will be also a legal obligation in
private universities in Japan, and it is necessary to further strengthen the operational system and
internal rules for student support services of this university. Then we examined the effectiveness of
utilization of peer-support on our programs for student with disabilities.

Methods : First, we reconfirmed the gist of the Act, the meaning of “unfair discriminatory treatment” and
“reasonable accommodation,” and the aim of establishment of this university. And next, we evaluated the
results of the trial operation of peer-support, the results of inspection of two national universities, and the
results of interviews about preparations for the revised Act, conducted with eight neighboring private
universities.

Results : We reconfirmed and found that, (1)“reasonable accommodation” includes changing the social
and/or physical environments, and it must be individually designed; the gist of the Act coincides with the
aim of establishment of this university; (2) several problems, should be resolved in order to carry out the
peer-support, e.g. training supporters, ranging activities which peer-students can support; (3)peer-
students are employed as part-time workers in two national universities, and (4)in five of eight private
universities.

Conclusions : We should confront the problems in order to carry out peer-support, and appropriately
ensure reasonable accommodation for students with disabilities.
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