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Educational Effectiveness of Ability Grouping in Class
Training in Social Work

Takeshi SAKO, CSW, MA*

Objectives : This study examined the differences between ability grouping and random grouping in
“class training in social work” offered by University A.

Methods : After class guidance and 4 months later, we conducted a questionnaire survey for students.

Results : As a result of the analysis, we found the following. In ability grouping, there were many
questions to teachers. Motivation to learn was high in the upper classes. The middle and lower classes
had increased motivation to learn. What both ability grouping and random grouping have in common is
that students become acquainted with each other. However, there was no change in understanding of
what was taught.

Conclusions : Based on the results of the analysis, we concluded that random grouping should be
used rather than ability grouping. We found it appropriate to do an ability grouping within a class with a
random grouping. One of our future tasks is to verify how an increase in the number of questions asked
by teachers affects students' collaborative learning.
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